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Introduction 
This booklet focuses on needs that are unique to victims of crime. It is 

our desire to help victims of crime understand that their feelings 

related to trauma and victimization are normal. This guide will also 

provide an overview of help available in Saginaw County and an 

explanation of the criminal justice system. 

If you are a victim of crime or a loved one, we hope the information 

provided in this guide will provide assistance and comfort to you as you 

adjust to the unique circumstance you face as a victim of crime. 

The Saginaw Police Department has a specialized division focused on 

serving the needs of victims of crime and providing support and 

assistance as they navigate the criminal justice and legal systems. The 

division's contact information is provided below. 

Victim Services Division Coordinator 
Brittany Jeffers Office: 989-759-1260 

Cell: 989-522-5985 

Victim Advocates 
Meaghan Zielinski Office: 989-759-1438 

Cell: 989-780-0867 

Gabriella Edelbrock Office: 989-759-1795 
Cell: 989-577-0732 
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What is Trauma? 
Trauma is a dangerous, scary, violent, or life threatening event that an 

individual experiences, witness or is impacted by. Traumatic 

experiences can happen to anyone at any time or age. Everyone 

perceives their experiences uniquely, and what may be a traumatic 

experience of one individual may not be traumatic of another. Trauma 

can be experienced during a physically violent or property crime. 

Traumatic stress impacts hormone production and cognitive 

processing, and can affect brain development. 

Everyone will respond to trauma in different ways, and may respond 

differently at different times. There is a wide range of behaviors people 

may express because of experiencing trauma. Those who have 

experienced trauma may react differently based on factors such as their 

age, the extent of the trauma, support they receive from others and 

their relationship with the offender. Often these reactions are 

automatic, and occur when the individual's ability to cope is 

overwhelmed as they attempt to manage difficult emotions. Reactions 

can also change over time, and may disappear and then resurface later. 

Certain people, situations, or locations may activate memories of the 

traumatic event. Those who have experienced trauma may or may not 

be aware of what causes the activation. 

Signs of trauma are different in everyone, but some things to watch for 

include: 

• Changes in behavior 

• Changes in eating or sleeping habits 

• Feeling fearful, depressed, or anxious 

• Difficulty concentrating or poor performance in school/work 

• Risky or dangerous behaviors and self-injurious behavior 
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Reaction to Trauma/Victimization 
A violent or property crime can cause a variety of emotions, and 

overwhelm an individual's capacity for coping with the event. Each 

person is different and each will experience a different type or reaction. 

However, knowing about typical reactions in these unusual 

circumstances and having information about the processes can help 

you cope with the traumatic feelings you are experiencing. 

Sometimes people expect to go through stages of trauma response and 

expect to "be over" a stage after a certain period of time. Although, we 

all process and heal at different rates, there are several factors that can 

assist in th is process. 

The following information describes some common reactions to 

trauma. You will see there is a wide spectrum of feelings. There is no 

right or wrong way to respond and victims or their loved ones should 

not be surprised if their usual coping mechanism for dealing with stress 

is no longer effective. A victim's loved ones may also experience a 

trauma response to a situation based on the level of victimization. 

Below are some of the physical, emotion and behavioral reactions a 

victim might experience following a victimization. It is important for 

victims or their loved ones to remember that their thoughts, feelings 

and behaviors are inter-related, because their thoughts affect how they 

feel and their feelings affect how they behave. 

Common Thought Process Reactions 

• Flashbacks, nightmares, daydreaming, intrusive memories or 

images, searching for answers, indecisiveness, inability to 

think clearly, fragmented thought process, mind is numb, 

thoughts of suicide, and preoccupation. 
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Emotional Reactions 

• Denial, irritability, answer, rage, fear, terror, guilt, blame, 

indifference, sadness, depression, anxiety, insecurity, 

distrust, powerlessness, confusion, lack of emotion, 

inappropriate emotions, and helplessness. 

Behavioral Reactions 

• Hyper-activity, hypo-activity, lashing out, detachment, 

avoidance, immobility, hypervigilance, disorganization, 

perfectionism, compulsion, isolation, weight-loss, over

eating, poor hygiene, substance use or physical violence . 

Physical Reactions 

• Numbness, nausea, stomach pains, change in sleep patterns, 

elevated heart rate, sweating, light headed-ness, loss of or 

increased appetite, headaches, tiredness, exhaustion, body 

aches, shortness of breath, tightness in chest, dry mouth, 

sensitivity to light, noise, and general feeling of being 

unwell. 

Understanding and Coping with 
the Justice System 
Most victims are new to the workings of the criminal justice system. As 

you progress through various stages, you may become confused or not 

understand the process, this is where the SPD - Victim Services Division 

can assist. People naturally want to see justice done swiftly so that they 

can heal from that part of the trauma or feel that justice prevailed. 
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The criminal justice system may seem to prolong circumstances, but 

the legal process takes time and includes several steps. Many cases 

never go to trial or if they do, take several months or even years for a 

conviction. If there is a conviction, the desired sentencing, many victims 

find the outcome to not fit the crime or level of trauma experienced. 

This can be a challenging time but it is helpful to ask questions, stay 

involved in the entire process and lean on your support systems. 

Our hope is that you will seek out supportive friends, counselors, and 

advocates to help you through this confusing and emotionally difficult 

ordeal. 

Below are some of the best options for Justice System support: 

• SPD- Victim Services Division (989} 759-1260 

• Saginaw County Prosecutors Office {989} 790-5330 

• Saginaw County Criminal Division {989} 790-5363 

• Staying in contact with your assigned Detective and 

Advocate 

Criminal Justice System Process 
Overview 
The criminal justice process is a thorough one that sometimes can wrap 

up quickly and other times can take a longer period of time to ensure 

justice is achieved. Here's a breakdown of the criminal case process, 

discussed in order of occurrence: 

1) Arrest 

Based on a police department's initial investigation, suspects age 18 or 
older are arrested and taken to the Saginaw County jail. Arrests are 
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NOT always initially made. Sometimes an arrest only occurs AFTER an 
investigation by law enforcement and the issuance of a warrant. 

2) Booking and Questioning 
Suspects, when initially arrested, are booked into jail, fingerprinted and 
photographed. Detectives may continue their investigation after this 
point to ensure prosecutors have everything they need. 

3) Complaint and Warrant 
The complaint is a written accusation that a person committed a 
specified criminal offense. It sets forth the specific charge(s) against the 
defendant. The arrest warrant, based on the criminal complaint, is the 
court's order to arrest the defendant and bring them before the court 

to answer the outstanding charges. 

The Saginaw County Prosecutor's Office determines what charges to 
bring and prepares the complaint and warrant. We may charge the 
defendant with a felony, a misdemeanor, or a combination of both. The 
warrant is signed by a Saginaw County District Court Judge or 

Magistrate. 

4) District Court Arraignment 
The defendant is advised of the charges against them, the potential 
penalties, and their rights. If the defendant cannot afford an attorney, 
one may be appointed by the judge to represent them. A defendant 
charged with a misdemeanor may plead either guilty, not guilty, no 
contest, or stand mute. A defendant cannot plead guilty to a felony at 

their arraignment. 

S)Bond 
During arraignment, the Saginaw County District Court must order that, 
pending trial, the defendant be : held in custody if they are charged with 
certain serious felonies; released on personal recognizance or an 
unsecured appearance bond; or released conditionally, with or without 

7 



bail (10 percent, cash or surety). Bond must be set for all persons 
charged with misdemeanors. Bond is designed to protect the public and 
ensure that the defendant appears at all scheduled court proceedings. 
In setting bond, the judge considers several factors, including the 
defendant's prior criminal record, record of appearing in past court 
proceedings, the seriousness of the charge(s), the presence of abuse or 
threats, and the defendant's ties to the local community. 

6) Preliminary Examination (Felony Cases Only) 
The preliminary examination is held in the Saginaw County District 
Court and must be scheduled within 21 days of the arraignment. At the 
preliminary examination, the office is required to establish that there is 
probable cause to believe the defendant committed each of the 
felonies listed in the complaint. This is done through witnesses, exhibits 
and other relevant evidence. If the prosecutor meets this probable 
cause standard of proof, the defendant is bound over to stand trial in 
the Saginaw County Circuit Court. If the prosecution fails to meet this 
standard of proof, the charges may be dismissed, or the defendant may 
proceed to trial in the Saginaw County District Court on any remaining 
misdemeanor charges. The 21-day requirement and the preliminary 
examination are the defendant's rights that they may choose to waive. 
If the defendant does waive their right to a preliminary examination, 
they are bound over for trial in Circuit Court. 

7) Pre-Trial Hearings 

Between the time of arraignment and trial, it is procedurally required 
that all associated issues in the case be resolved through the use of 
motion hearings. These motions are generally brought by the 
defendant and seek to review the sufficiency of the charges or to 
determine evidentiary issues such as whether evidence was seized 
illegally or whether the police had probable cause to stop a vehicle. 

8) Trial or Plea 

The defendant may plead guilty or proceed to trial before a judge or 
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jury. The prosecutor's office is required to prove the defendant is guilty 
beyond a reasonable doubt. If the defendant is convicted, they are 
referred to the local Michigan Department of Corrections office (felony 
cases) or to the Saginaw County District Court Probation Department 
(misdemeanor cases) for a presentence investigation report prior to 
sentencing. A sentencing recommendation is then made to the judge; 
however, the judge is not obligated to follow the recommendation. 

9) Sentencing 
A hearing is conducted at which time the judge imposes the sentence. A 
sentence may include probation, fines, costs, restitution, and 
community service and jail or prison time. Victims generally have an 
opportunity to deliver a victim's impact statement at the defendant's 
sentencing. 

10) Appeal 
Appeals from the District Court are heard in the Circuit Court. Appeals 
from the Circuit Court or Probate Court are heard in the Michigan Court 
of Appeals. Appeals of Court of Appeals decisions are heard in the 

Michigan Supreme Court. 

There are three kinds of appeals: {1) interlocutory, (2) of right, and (3) 
by leave. An interlocutory appeal occurs when a party tries to appeal a 
judge's decision before the case has come to trial or before a trial is 
finished . An appeal of right occurs after a final order has been entered 
by the trial court (either a sentencing order or an order dismissing the 
charge). An amendment to the Michigan Constitution has eliminated 
most appeals of right when a defendant pleads guilty. An appeal by 
leave of the court occurs when an appeal of right is not available (e.g., 
because an available appeal of right was not filed on time). The 
appellate court has the discretion to reject the appeal or can "grant 
leave," which means they agree to review arguments on the appeal. 
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Victim Impact Statement 
Once charges have been sought against a defendant the Saginaw 

County Prosecutors Office will mail the victim a packet of paperwork to 

complete and mail back to or drop off to the Prosecutors Office. It is 

very important to complete this paperwork and send back, this signifies 

that you, the victim, wants to be involved in and continue on with the 

legal process. As a victim of crime or a loved one, you have the right to 

prepare a victim Impact Statement to describe how the crime has 

affected you and others close to you. The impact statement is used 

during sentencing and is your chance to address the Judge regarding 

the emotional, physical, and financial effects the crime has brought 

about. The assistance of a victim advocate or the victim witness 

coordinator is often very helpful to a victim preparing an impact 

statement. 

This process is voluntary but it may be helpful to the Judge when 

deciding what sentence the defendant should receive. If your impact 

statement is delivered in writing, it is generally done in the form of the 

letter, some are done orally in court. It is best to speak with the 

assigned prosecutor or victim witness coordinator at the courthouse 

about what to expect in your case. Although there is usually no time 

limit imposed, it is a good idea to keep the statement short. Under five 

minutes or if in writing, keeping it to one page. 

Victim Notification 
Responsibilities 
As long as you, the victim, have completed and turned in your Victim 

Impact Statement packet to the prosecutor's office, they will notify the 
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victim of several important pieces of information. If at any point you 

are missing information, it is important to contact the prosecutor's 

office or the assigned advocate for assistance. As a victim of crime, you 

are entitled to the following information: 

• The scheduled date, time and place of hearings/trial, including the 

cancellation or postponement of any court proceedings that 

require the victim's attendance. 

• The possibility of assistance through Crime Victim Compensation. 

• Information about plea agreements in the case. 

• The right to restitution. 

• The right to make a written victim impact statement; and be 

provided notice of the date, time and place for the sentencing. 

There are several systems that a victim or loved on can utilize to be 

notified of action taken regarding the court system or incarceration 

process. (Saginaw County Court Portal, Saginaw County Jail system and 

VINELink system) 

Victims and loved ones are advised to contact their assigned advocate, 

prosecutor's office or the Victim Services Division for assistance. 

Michigan Victims' Bill of Rights 
The Crime Victims Rights Act -PA 87 of 1985 (M.C.L. 780. 751) 

In 1985 the Crime Victims Rights Act created comprehensive rights of 
notification and participation in all stages of the criminal justice process 
for felony crime victims in Michigan. In 1988 the law was amended to 
include victims of serious misdemeanors and juvenile offenses. Many 
amendments significantly improving on the implementation and scope 
of services have since been made. The law creates a duty for police 
agencies, sheriffs, the Department of Corrections, prosecuting 
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attorneys, courts and other agencies to include crime victims within the 

formal conduct of investigative, judicial, sentencing and post 
sentencing proceedings. 

The Michigan Constitution grants crime victims the right to be treated 

with fairness and respect for their dignity and privacy; reasonable 

protection from the defendant throughout the criminal justice process; 

notification and the right to attend all court proceedings; consult with 

the prosecuting attorney; and make a statement at sentencing and 

restitution. 

Among other rights, in the immediate aftermath of an assault 

the Crime Victim Rights Act, and the Sexual Assault Victims Access to 

Justice Act grant crime victims certain rights. The Sexual Assault Kit 

Submission Act and other Michigan statutes place additional duties on 

police and healthcare providers. 

Sexual assault medical forensic examination. Michigan law requires 

healthcare providers to provide a medical forensic examination to any 

person indicating that they have been sexually assaulted in the previous 

five days. Victims cannot be required to file a police report or 

participate in a criminal investigation in order to have this examination 

and evidence collected. Victims cannot be charged for the medical 

forensic examination and evidence collection . 

Kit testing. If the victim agrees to release the sexual assault kit 

evidence, the Sexual Assault Evidence Kit Submission Act requires the 

police to pick up the kit and submit it to the crime lab for forensic 

testing 

Right to be notified of perpetrator arrest or release. If a police report 

has been filed, the victim has the right to call the police and ask to be 

notified of an arrest or the release of the arrested person, or both 
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Right to information about status of the criminal case. If a police 

report has been filed, the victim has the right to ask about the status of 

the case, including: the name of the detective or investigating officer 

assigned to the case; whether the case has been submitted to the 

prosecuting attorney for review; and whether the case has been closed 

and the reason for closure. 

Right to evidence kit testing results. If a sexual assault evidence kit was 

collected and released to the police, a victim has the right to ask the 

police for information about evidence testing results, including: when 

the evidence kit was delivered to a crime lab for testing; whether DNA 

evidence was found; whether a DNA profile was entered into CODIS; 

and whether a DNA profile resulted in a CODIS match. 

Crime Victims Compensation 
Anyone can become a victim of crime. The physicat emotional, and 

financial impact of trauma can last far beyond the crime itself. 

The Michigan Crime Victim Compensation Program provides victims 

with financial assistance for loss of earnings and out-of-pocket loss for 

injuries sustained as a direct result of violent crime. This includes 

reasonable medical care, mental health counseling or other services 

necessary as a result of the injury. In the event of the death of the 

victim, partial cost of funeral, burial or cremation may be reimbursable. 

Personal property loss is not covered. 

A victim has the right to file for Crime Victim Compensation after the 

initial police report has been made. There are several eligibility 

requirements that the victim must adhere to, the SPD- Victim Services 

Unit Division is able to assist with navigating this application process. 

eve Victims Contact Number: 877-251-7373 
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Saginaw Police - Victim Services 
Division 
Behind each police report, investigation, and arrest, are victims who are 
left to cope with the trauma, harm and the violation they experienced 
at the hands of the offenders . The Saginaw Police Department 
recognized the need to provide services to those identified as a victim 
or survivor and expanded upon the importance of providing a trauma
informed, victim-centered, offender-focused response across all SPD 
divisions. 
The Victim Services Division seeks to provide effective and 

comprehensive services to victims of violent and property crimes by 

offering follow-up support and advocacy to help restore a victim's 

sense of safety and security while meeting basic needs to begin the 

journey to healing. 

Our mission is to advocate for the rights of victims throughout the 

criminal justice process, coordinate law enforcement efforts, address 

victim needs with service provisions and strengthen the community we 

serve. 

Each victim that files a report with the Saginaw Police is encouraged to 

engage with the Victim Services Division. Personnel will proactively 

reach out to the majority of victims within 24-72 hours after the initial 

report is filed to offer numerous service options and provide up-to-date 

information on the case. 

Victim Service Division personnel are available Monday - Friday from 

8am to 4pm/ and afterhours for emergencies only. 

Victim Services Division Main Numbers: (office) 989-759-1260 and 

(cell) 989-522-5985 
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Resources 
Community resources are always updating and changing. To keep up to 

date, the SPD- Victim Services Division suggests several options; 

• Contact the SPD - Victim Services Division (989)759-1260 

• Contact 211 
• Google local services specific to your current need 

Below is the current version of the VSD brochure that is provided to 

victims of crime after a police report is filed with the Saginaw Police. 
Community Support Agencies: 
• Adult/Child Protective Services: (855) 444-3911 
• Code Enforcement- SCENIC: (989) 759-1540 
• Partnership Center: (989) 907-5610 
• Red Cross.: (989) 754-8181 
• Saginaw CountyCAC: (989) 753-774 1 
• Saginaw County DHHS: (989) 758-3800 
• Saginaw County United Way: (989) 758-1100 
• St. Mary's Center ofHope: (989) 907 - 8 775 
• Youth Development Coip.: (989) 401-1166 

Com1 Services: 
• Prosecutors Office: (989) 790-5330 
• Criminal Division: (989) 790-5363 
• Family Colllt: (989)7 99-2821 
• Friend ofthe Court (FOC): (989)790-5300 
• Personal Protection Order: (989) 790-5412 
• Probation Se1vices: (989) 758-2470 
• Saginaw County Courthouse: (989)790-5200 
• Saginaw County Jail: (989) 790-5462 

Counseling/Suppo11 Services: 
• A&D Monthly Grief Suppo1t: (800) 884-3335 
• Catholic Family Services: (989) 753-8446 
• Child & Family Services: (989) 790-7500 
• Children's Grief Center GLBR: (989) 495-9335 
• Grief Share: (989) 859-4491 
• Life Clinic Counseling Resources: (989) 754-0091 
• Parent s ofrvfurdered Children: (989) 332-8864 
• Saginaw Psychological Services: 989-799-2100 
• Westlund Guidance Clinic: (989) 793-4790 

C1ime Victim Rights: 
• Crime Victim Compensation: (517) 241-7373 
• Crime Victim Notifications: (1-800) 770-7657 
• Prosecuting Attorney's Office: (989)790-5330 
• Saginaw County Jail: (989) 790-5462 

VJNEI.ink: (800) 770-7657 

Domestic Violence Services: 
• Underground Railroad: 

24 Hr. Crisis Line:(989) 7 55-0411 

(888) 399-8385 
24 Hr. Text Line: (989) 770-8892 
PPO Office: (989) 790-5412 

Food & Clothing Assistance: 
• City Rescue Mission: (989) 752-6051 
• East Side Soup Kitchen: (989) 755-3663 
• First Ward Commmity Center: (989) 753-0411 
• Good Neighbors Mission: (989) 399-9918 
• Hidden Ha1vest (989) 753-47 49 
• Old To,1;n Christian Outreach: (989) 249-8696 
• Pregnancy Care Center: (989)752-7664 

Education & Job Assistance: 
• Educationand Training COllllection: (989) 755-7347 
• Michigan Woiks: (989) 752-3 145 
• Saginaw County Business and Education Partnership: 

(989) 399-0016 

Health Se!'Vices: 
• Covenant HealthCare: (989) 583-6521 
• Great Lakes Bay Health Center: (989)755-0316 
• Life Clinic: (989) 754-0091 
• Michigan Health Clinic: (989) 341-5078 
• Medical Examiners Office: (989) 792-6052 
• Saginaw County Health Dept.: (989) 758-3800 
• SaginawVAMedicalCenter. (989) 497-2500 

• St. Mary's-Ascension Hospital: 
800 S. Washington Ave: (989) 907-8200 
4599 Towne Centre: (989) 497-3200 

Hotline Nwnbet'S: 
• National Human Trafficking Hotline: 

Call: 1-800-373-7888 
Text" BeFree to 233733 

• National Runaway Safe line: 
Call: 1-800-786-2929 

• National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 
Call: 988 

Housing/Shelte1·: 
• City Rescue Mission: (989) 752-6051 
• Emnaus House: (substance abuse-women only) 

(989) 755-7538 
• Mustard Seed: (women/children only)(989) 755-4741 
• Red Cross: (989) 754-8181 
• H.I.S. Restoration Ministries (pregnant women only) 

(989)-272-6998 
• Restoration Comnrunity Outreach (men only) 

(989) 753-1886 

Housing/Shelte1·: 
• Saginaw Housing Commission: (989) 755-8183 
• Saginaw Code Enforcement Neighborhood 

Tmpro\'ement Cooperative: (989) 399-1311 

• Saginaw Odyssey House (substance abuse): 
(989) 755-7302 

• Underground Railroad: 
domestic violenco'sexual assault only 

24 Hr. Crisis Line:(989) 755-0411/ 
24 Hr. Text Line: (989) 770-8892 

Legal Aicl: 
• Center for Civil Justice: (989)755-3120 
• Legal Services: (800) 322-4512 

Mental Health Se!'Vices: 
• Comnrunity Mental Health: (989) 797-3400 

• (24n) Crisis Intervention Line: (989) 792-9732 

• Suicide Resource & Response Netwoik: 
(989) 781-5260 

• NAM! helpline: 800-950-NAMI or in a crisis, 
text "NAMI"to 741741 -National Alliance on 
Mental Illness 

• Westlund Guidance Clinic: (989)793-4790 

Sexual Assault Services: 
• Sexual Assault Center: 24 Hr. Crisis Line: 

(989) 790-9118 
• Underground Railroad: (989) 755-0411 

Substance Abuse Resources: 
• DOT Caring Center: 1-800-822-7464 
• Families Against Narcotics & Hope Not 

Handcuffs: (833) 202-4673 
• Peer360 Recoveiy Alliance: 989)332-9131 
• Sacred Hea1t Rehab Center: (989) 776-6000 
• Comnrunity Mental Health: (989) 797-3559 
• Great Lakes Bay Heatli: (989) 907-2761 

• Strong Together Support Group: (989) 73 7-9286 

Tmnsportation Services: 
• Holt Transportation: (989) 860-1004 
• Saginaw County DHHS: (989-758-3800) 
• STARS: (989) 907-4000 & (989) 753-9527 
• Tri-City Taxi: (989)684-5960 

Contact 211 for additional support 
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Glossary of Legal Terms 
Acquittal - a verdict of not guilty in a criminal case 

Adjudication - a decision regarding the offender in a case 

Appeal - the convicted offender of his/her attorney can make a request 

for a new hearing by a higher court. There are specific time limits and 

guidelines, set in law, on which the request must be based. 

Arraignment - the defendant appears in court to answer the formal 

charges, trial information or grand jury indictment against them. It is 

during arraignment that a plea of guilty or not guilty is entered and 

bond is set. 

Arrest - law enforcement officer take a person into legal custody for 

the purpose of charges them with a crime. 

Bail - money or property that the accused must post with the court 

prior to release from custody to assure their presence at future court 

proceedings. 

Bench Warrant - a warrant issued by the court when a defendant fails 

to show up for a criminal proceeding. 

Beyond a Reasonable Doubt - the amount of evidence needed for a 

jury or judge to find a person guilty of any crime. 

Burden of Proof- a phrase referring to which party in a legal case has 

the responsibility, or the "burden", or proving the case to the judge or 

jury. In criminal cases, the State (prosecutor) always has the burden of 

proof "beyond a reasonable doubt". 

Charge- a formal allegation that a certain person committed a specific 

criminal offense. 
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Circumstantial Evidence - a fact or chain for facts that tend to 

indirectly prove some other important fact. 

Concurrent Sentence - jail/prison sentences imposed for more than 

one crime committed by the same person that a court allows the 

person to serve at the same time. Example: a person serving two 

"concurrent" 5 year sentences will serve no more than 5 years in 

prison. 

Consecutive Sentence - jail/prison sentences imposed for more than 

one crime committed by the same person that a court requires be 

served one after another. Example: a person serving 2 "consecutive" 5 

year prison sentences will serve no more than 10 years in prison. 

Continuance - a delay or postponement of court hearing or trial 

granted by the court at the request of one or more parties involved in 

the case. 

Defendant - a person who has been charged with a crime 

Deferred Judgement - a sentencing option in which the adjudication of 

guilt and the imposition of a sentence are deferred by the court. 

Deferred Sentencing - a sentencing option in which the court enters 

adjudication of guilt but does not impose a sentence as long as the 

defendant does on violate the law. 

Directed Verdict - a request by defense counsel that the trial judge 

renders a verdict of not guilty without the case going to the jury. 

Discovery- the process during which the prosecuting attorney and 

defense attorney must share information related to the case. 

Evidence - testimony and objects admitted at trial by the defense 

attorney and prosecutor to prove whether or not the defendant is 

guilty. 
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Expunge - the sealing, purging or destruction of criminal or juvenile 

record information 

Felony- a serious criminal offense that may be punishable by 

imprisonment in state prison. 

Homicide - the killing of one human being by another human being. 

Guilty Plea - a formal response by a person accused of committing a 

specific crime in which the accused makes a factual basis to each 

element of the offense and state that he/she is guilty of the crime(s) 

charged. 

Incompetent- a court's ruling that a defendant is unable to assist in 

his/her own defense and/or is unable to understand the proceedings 

because of mental disability. 

Initial Appearance - a hearing held in front of a magistrate judge within 

24 hours of an arrest on a criminal charge where the Defendant is 

informed of the charges against him/her. 

Motion - a verbal or written request made by the prosecutor to the 

defense attorney before, during or after a trail asking the court to issue 

a ruling, order, or injunction. 

Murder - the killing of one human being by another intentionally, with 

premeditation, knowingly, recklessly, or with criminal negligence. 

Notice- a written order to appear in court at a certain time and place. 

Parole - place the convicted person under the supervised control of a 

parole officer after the offender has served an initial period of 

incarceration. 

Plea - a defendant's formal answer in court to charges being brought 

against him/her. 
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Preliminary Hearing - the hearing at which the prosecution must 

present sufficient evidence to the court to show "probable cause" that 

the defendant committed the crime. 

Probable cause - a finding of "probable cause" is a finding that a 

reasonable person would believe a crime was committed and that the 

defendant committed the crime. 

Probation - placement of a convicted person into the community 

under supervised control of the Department of Corrections without first 

serving any time in prison. 

Reasonable Doubt - the burden of proof that the prosecutor must 

meet in a criminal case in order to find the defendant guilty. 

Release on bail - the release of the offender prior to trial after money 

or a bond supported by collateral is paid to the Court. If the offender 

fails to return to court, the bond or bail money will be forfeited to the 

Court and a bench warrant will be issued. 

Restitution - monetary judgement made through a court order or 

other agreement where the victim, or the community is compensated 

for a loss resulting from the actions of the offender. 

Search Warrant - a documents issued by a judicial officer, upon finding 

of probable case which directs a law enforcement officer to conduct a 

search for specific property or person at a specific location, to seize the 

property or person, if found, and to account for the results of the 

search to the issuing judicial officer. 

Sentence - the punishment which imposed on an individual who has 

been convicted of a criminal offense. A sentence may include, but is not 

limited to, time in jail or prison, probation, mental health treatment, 

fines and penalties, restitution, court and attorney costs and 

community service. 

19 



Subpoena - a court order which requires a victim or witness to appear 

in court. 

Warrant - a court order authorizing a police officer to search a certain 

place or arrest a certain person. 

Witness - a person who has directly seen an event, such as a crime, or 

piece of physical evidence, or a person who has knowledge that is 

related to a court case. 
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